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“Len” B. Alonte, Hon. Maria Vanessa C. Aumentado, Hon. Lianda B. Bolilia, Hon. Dan S. 

Fernandez, Hon. Angelo Marcos Barba, Hon. Amparo Maria J. Zamora, Hon. Kristine 
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A RESOLUTION 

URGING THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, THROUGH THE SPECIAL 

COMMITTEE ON CREATIVE INDUSTRY AND PERFORMING ARTS AND OTHER 

APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, TO 

CONDUCT AN INQUIRY, IN AID OF LEGISLATION, ON THE STATE OF THE 

PHILIPPINE PERFORMING ARTS INDUSTRY AND OTHER RELATED 

INDUSTRIES 

WHEREAS, arts and their many forms of expression have always been an important part of a 

society’s civic, economic, and social status. However, the performing arts industry was one of the 

most affected during the COVID-19 pandemic; 

WHEREAS, the estimated total Gross Value Added (GVA) by the Performing Arts sector in 2017 

was approximately PHP 1 billion, which was 0.02% of the country’s GDP. In 2017, the activities 

which contributed the most to the industry’s GVA were Casting Agencies Activities (46.86%) and 

Operation of Concert and Theatre Halls and Other Arts Facilities (18.42%); 
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WHEREAS, Republic Act No. 11904, or the Philippine Creative Industries Development Act, 

defined the Performing Arts domain as “all activities involved in the training of performers, the 

creation, promotion, distribution, exhibition, and preservation of artistic shows, performances and 

such other art forms including live music, theatre, musical theatre, dance, opera, circus, spoken 

word and puppetry;” 

WHEREAS, a study conducted by UNCTAD showed that in terms of income, performing arts 

generally reside within the non-profit sector, which relies heavily on subsidization of activities and 

operations; 

WHEREAS, income from performing arts derives from box-office revenues, national and 

international touring, and performance royalties. In most developed economies, performing arts 

benefit from government grants or subsidies and funding from foundations, other profit or non-

profit organizations, and corporations, but such funds are limited if they exist in developing 

economies;  

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic caused major financial losses to the performing arts sector 

which can be attributed to the closure of physical venues, such as theaters and other artist-run 

spaces, which, in turn, led to zero ticket sales. This also led to multiple retrenchments among 

performing arts companies; 

WHEREAS, prior to the closure of physical establishments, the Philippine performing arts scene 

was one with the biggest potential in the entirety of Asia, holding, at one point, 13 different theatre 

shows simultaneously before the world borders closed; 

WHEREAS, the Covid-19 pandemic has brought about challenges and opportunities for the 

performing arts industry that the Philippine government must capitalize on to help the sector not 

only recover from the negative effects of the pandemic but also provide a roadmap to development; 

WHEREAS, it is now important to map out the current state of the performing arts sector to 

identify its strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats to revitalize this sector towards 

becoming one of the key creative fields in the Philippine creative economy; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, as it is hereby resolved by the House of 

Representatives, that the Special Committee on Creative Industry and Performing Arts, as well as 

other appropriate committees of the House of Representative, be urged to conduct an inquiry, in 

aid of legislation, to discuss the state of the Philippine Performing Arts industry and other related 

industries, with the end view of addressing the pressing issues that the sector has been facing not 

only since the pandemic started but also those that have plagued the industry, as well as to aid the 

sector to pivot to digital platforms and more sustainable business models.  

Adopted, 
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